
TESTIMONY TO THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE ON RAISED BILL S.B. 948, AN ACT ADDRESSING
EDUCATION FUNDING AND RACIAL EQUITY

March 3, 2021

Co-Chairs Senator McCrory and Representative Sanchez, Ranking Members Senator Berthel and
Representative McCarty, and distinguished members of the Education Committee:

My name is Sonia Moncreiffe. I am a proud Bridgeport resident who has had children in the Bridgeport
school system and currently have a grandchild in this system. I am here today in support of SB 948, An
Act Addressing Education Funding and Racial Equity in Connecticut.

Sadly, the disparity between the education funding when my children were in school and now that my
grandchild is in school has not changed. Our children continue to feel the same education inferiority to
neighboring schools as they did 20 years ago. The unfair advantage for our children to get the
education they deserve continues to grapple our society today because of the huge gap in educational
dollars between our schools and that of other communities.

By providing the appropriate funds needed to give our children the education they deserve, is not just
the right thing to do, it will also have an economic impact that is win-win for our children, our city and
our State. When children are given the opportunity to learn and get the right education, it transcends
into higher learning, which transcends into professional careers that lessens the burden of the city and
state that would otherwise have to provide state assistance to these under-educated individuals.

So, I ask you to fund our schools so that our children will not grow up and become dependent on the
state because they did not get the education they deserve. Fund our schools so that our children can
become a viable part of society. Fund our schools so that our children can in turn become the
educators that we so desperately need. It’s a win-win for all.
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